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1.INTRODUCTION

In an effort to minimise digital distractions during lessons and to encourage healthier, more
meaningful social interaction during breaks, we will implement a new Electronic Device Policy on 4
August 2025.

At a recent parent meeting, there was a strong consensus that learners should not have access to
their cell phones during the school day. This aligns with a growing international trend: since 2018,
around 80 countries have introduced school-time phone bans, and many South African schools are
following suit.

We appreciate your support in helping us create an environment that prioritises learning and learner
well-being. If you need to contact your child in an emergency during the school day, please phone
the school office directly.

2.ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY

21 Cell phones at school
Cell phones may be in a learner’'s possession during school hours (Monday to Thursday
[07:30 — 14:00] and Friday [07:30 — 13:30]), but have to be switched off at all times and must
not be visible at all.

2.2 Smartwatches

Smartwatches with internet or phone connectivity are not permitted to be used during school
hours.

2.3 Tablet use during break times
You are encouraged to interact with fellow learners or staff during break in order to advance
your social skills and to take a visual break from your tablet screen. If you urgently need to
make use of your tablet for academic purposes, it can be done in the media centre or a
classroom with the necessary permission of a staff member.

2.4 Earphones
Once you step outside of a classroom, no earphones are allowed to be used anywhere on
the school grounds. They may be in your possession, but not visible at all and definitely not
in your ears. If a staff member grants you permission to use earphones in a class, you may
only use them for the remainder of that period or session.

2.5 Tests and examinations
You may not have any electronic device or smartwatch, other than an approved calculator in
your possession for the duration of a test or exam.

2.6 Tablet use

o Tablets may only be used as an academic device during school hours.
o Learners may not use tablets during break times.
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3.DISCIPLINARY MEASURES

e If a learner is found in possession of a cell phone during school hours, the phone will be
confiscated, and parents must collect it from the school office.

e [f the phone is confiscated on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, it may be collected after
school on Friday afternoon before 14:30.

o Phones confiscated on Thursdays and Fridays may be collected after school on the following
Monday before 14:30.

e Learners will also receive five demerits for cell phone transgressions.

4. DEVIATIONS

Should learners have valid medical reasons to access their phones during school hours,
parents may apply for a deviation from this policy. Such requests should be directed to
the head of discipline at the school.

Updated: November 2025
Next evaluation: October 2027
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