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1. Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a clear framework for addressing the use, possession, or 
distribution of e-cigarettes (commonly known as vapes) and tobacco-related products within the 
school environment. The policy seeks to: 

• Protect the health, safety, and wellbeing of learners, staff, and visitors. 
• Align the school’s practices with South African law, which prohibits the sale and use of 

tobacco and e-cigarette products by persons under the age of 18. 
• Promote a safe and disciplined learning environment that is free from harmful substances. 

 

2. Scope 
This policy applies to all learners, staff, and visitors on school premises, during school-related 
activities, excursions, sports events, and while representing the school in any capacity. 
 

3. Definitions 
• E-Cigarette/Vape: A device that heats a liquid to produce a vapour for inhalation, with or 

without nicotine. 
• Tobacco Products: Includes cigarettes, cigars, snuff, hookah pipes, and any other product 

defined by law as containing tobacco or nicotine. 
• Possession: Having a vape, e-cigarette, or tobacco product on one’s person, in bags, 

lockers, or any item under the learner’s control. 
 

 

4. Policy Statement 
1. The possession, use, or distribution of e-cigarettes, vapes, tobacco products, or any related 

paraphernalia by learners on school grounds or at school events is strictly prohibited. 
2. Any learner found to be in contravention of this policy will face disciplinary action in line with 

the school’s Code of Conduct. 
3. The school reserves the right to confiscate any prohibited items and notify parents/guardians. 
4. Repeat offenders may face escalating disciplinary measures, including suspension and/or 

possible expulsion. 
 

5. Procedures and Consequences 
• First Offence: 

o Confiscation of the device/product. 
o Demerits. 
o Parent/guardian informed. 
o Educational session on the health risks of vaping. 

• Second Offence: 
o Confiscation of the device/product. 
o Demerits. 
o Written warning. 
o Parent/guardian meeting with head of discipline. 

• Third and Subsequent Offences: 
o Confiscation of the device/product. 
o Disciplinary hearing with possible recommendation for expulsion in terms of the South 

African Schools Act and the school’s Code of Conduct. 
 

6. Education and Prevention 
• The school will include awareness programmes in Life Orientation and assemblies to educate 

learners on the dangers of vaping and smoking. 
• Partnerships will be sought with health professionals and NGOs to provide information 

sessions for learners and parents/guardians. 
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7. Support Structures 
• Learners identified as struggling with nicotine addiction will be referred to the school 

counsellor or support services. 
• The school will encourage a supportive approach while maintaining firm disciplinary 

standards. 
 

8. Legal Basis 
This policy is informed by: 

• Tobacco Products Control Act 83 of 1993 (as amended). 
• Regulation of e-cigarettes under the Control of Tobacco Products and Electronic Delivery 

Systems Bill (pending finalisation). 
• South African Schools Act 84 of 1996. 
• National Health Act 61 of 2003. 

 

9. Implementation 
• This policy will be communicated to learners, staff, and parents/guardians at the start of each 

academic year. 
• It will be included in the school’s Code of Conduct and parent information packs. 

 
 

Accepted: November 2025 
Last evaluation: November 2025 
Next evaluation: November 2027 

 
 


